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The most recent curricular parameters reflect the 
importance of oral communication skills amongst 
researchers and teachers, who must become com-
petent public speakers. 

A substantial portion of the time researchers 
spend working is devoted to public presentations, 
in which they must present and explain their scien-
tific projects.

Mastery of oral communication skills is thus essen-
tial to these professionals for effectively delivering 
these public presentations

RATIONALE



1. To know how to select and structure scien-
tific data for public presentation

2. To learn to use different rhetorical de-
vices to capture and hold the audi-
ence’s attention

3. To identify and control basic aspects of 
non-verbal communication (gestures, 
voice, posture, fear) in order to success-
fully deliver a talk

4. To approach a public presentation to a target audi-
ence with confidence

5. To learn to use multimedia and audiovisual aids 
and supporting materials (PowerPoint, Prezi, Key-
Note, etc., and supporting materials)

6. To learn how to move within the provided space

7. To learn how to manage time
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GOALS
GENERAL: To learn and put into practice oral communication skills and techniques to improve communica-
tive competence in public presentations of scientific content.



3

DEVELOPING A SCIENTIFIC SPEECH

Topic 1. Preparing a scientific speech

-Strategies and rhetorical devices to catch and hold attention

Topic 2. Structuring a scientific speech

-External and internal structure of the speech

Topic 3. Drafting a scientific speech

-Writing for the listener: clarity, concision, precision and brevity

PRESENTING A SCIENTIFIC SPEECH

Topic 4. Basic aspects of non-verbal communication: kinesics

-Gestures, manners and posture

Topic 5. Basic aspects of verbal communication: use of the voice

-Voice production and master of vocal qualities

Topic 6. Basic aspects of verbal communication: prosody 

-Intonation, stress, and rhythm

STAGING A SCIENTIFIC SPEECH

Topic 7. Aids and supporting materials

-Use of multimedia and audio-visual support (PowerPoint, Prezi, Key-
Note, etc., and supporting materials)

Topic 8. The space: proxemics

-The interaction space and clothing

Topic 9. Time

-Control of time

PROGRAMME
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INFORMATION
7.5 hours divided into three sessions lasting 2.5 hours each
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TOTAL PRICE
800 euros

The course will consist of three sessions, lasting two and a half 
hours each, in which the basic concepts will be practically ex-
plained with the help of examples.

METHODOLOGY

About 20

NUMBER OF STUDENTS



WHY THIS COURSE IS DIFFERENT

1.It is a specialized course in scientific talks that bases the contents on how people perceive speakers and their 
messages. Therefore, it focuses on strategies for attracting listener’s attention and facilitating recall.

2.It is a course that pays special attention to voice as the main tool for communicating with the goal of using it with 
a wide variety of registers.

3.It is a course that uses technology to teach you how to make presentations in different areas: from a meeting or 
a conference to presentations with camera or videoconferences
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THE TEACHER: EMMA RODERO

PhD in Communication with honours, PhD in Psychol-
ogy with international honours, Master in Voice Patholo-
gies and Master in Psychology of Cognition and Commu-
nication. She is an Associate Professor of Audio-visual 
Communication and Advertising at UPF where she 
teaches Public Speaking and Presentation on Radio 
and Television.

Her teaching and research interest focuses on Speech 
and Oral Communication, which were the topics of her 
two doctoral dissertations. She has spent 20 years re-

searching and teaching about public speaking. She 
founded and directed the first Postgraduate Programme 
in Spain about Presentation on Radio and Television. At 
the Pompeu Fabra University, she has founded and di-
rected the Postgraduate Programme in Broadcasting 
and Public Speaking.

Her professional activity has focused on radio where has 
worked for a decade. Today she works as advertising 
and documentaries as a voice-over artist.
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